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December 9, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Arizona Criminal Justice Commission (ACJC}, in partnership with Arizona State University, is 

pleased to announce the administration of the 2026 Arizona Youth Survey (AYS). To achieve a 

sample representative of the state's diverse communities, the AYS administration team is actively 

recruiting all public and charter schools to enroll by March 13th, 2026. 

Benefits of A VS Participation 

The benefits of participation for schools are extensive and provided at no financial cost to schools 

or districts. Participating schools receive a confidential, school-specific report that details student 

results, including multi-year trends when available. AYS data can be used to support funding 

opportunities, inform performance measurement, develop data-driven programming, and 

proactively identify emerging issues students are facing. 

AYS Parental Consent Exemption and Requirements 

According to A.R.S. §15-117 Subsection D.5, the Arizona Youth Survey is exempt from the statutory 

requirement for written informed parental consent prior to administration, as it is conducted and 

implemented by the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission. The exemption does require that all 

schools administering the AYS provide each parent or legal guardian a paper or electronic copy of 

the survey, or an electronic link to the survey at least seven days prior to administration. The AYS 

administration team will coordinate with each school to ensure this requirement is met. Consistent 

with all prior AYS administrations, parents of students at participating schools may opt their 

student out of the survey at any time prior to administration by submitting an opt-out form to the 

school. Students are also able to opt-out of taking the survey at any time. 

As with prior administrations, maintaining the anonymity of the students and confidentiality of the 

schools remains fundamental to the survey's success. For this reason, the AYS does not include 

identifying student information other than home zip code. Further, the ACJC does not publish 

results with 24 or fewer students and will not identify participating schools and districts. 

Please direct any questions Allyson Horgan, Ph.D.(ahorgan@azcjc.gov). We encourage the schools 

in your community participate in the 2026 AYS, and we thank you for your support of this 

important effort. 

Executive Director 

At the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission, we believe in fostering a safer Arizon<!__by enhancing the coordination, cohesiveness, and effectiveness 
of the state 's criminal justice system. Our purpose is to serve as the central hub for criminal justice information, funding, and relationships, 

enabling us to identify challenges, implement solutions, and create safer communities for all Arizonans. 

https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00117.htm



